


What is Truth?
A strange question perhaps, yet one that expresses both our 
confusion and our skepticism regarding truth.  Confusion, 
because with a multiplicity of religions and a diversity of 
beliefs around us we may genuinely wonder, òWhere is 
the truth?ó  Skepticism, for it suggests that truth does not 
exist; in fact, there really is no objective truth.

The Hebrew Bible, the Tanakh, answers the question 
clearly.  òHashem, God is the truthó (Jeremiah 10:10; 
literal translation).  For the Bible then, truth does exist; 
truth is association with God Himself.  In fact, truth, 
Emeth, in the Hebrew language, is one of the 13 attributes 
of God.  It falls seventh in the list in the exact center of 
the 13 attributes listed in Exodus 34:6; literal translation, a 
passage that is recited in the liturgies of Rosh Ha-Shanah 
Yom Kippur (Jewish New Year, Day of Attonement).

If truth is identiþed with Godõs character, it does not 
come from us but is to be found outside of us ð in God.  
This recognition implies that in order to þnd the truth we 
should not approach it with the preconceived idea that 
we know what the truth is.  Instead, we should approach 
the truth with a question, òWhat is it?ó  This is the very 
same question, in fact, the ancient Israelites asked when 
confronted with the manna, the bread of God in the 
wilderness.  òWhat is it?ó they asked, and the question 
gave the name to this heavenly bread, for the Hebrew 
word manna means òWhat is it?ó  The meaning of the 
word manna suggests an important lesson regarding how 
we should approach Biblical truth.  We should approach 
it with the question: òWhat is it?  What is truth?ó  We 
should approach it with the same humble and honest 
mindset as the ancient Israelites approached the manna in 
the wilderness, asking òWhat is it?  Asking the question 
from this frame of reference no longer suggests confusion 
or skepticism.   Instead, it implies sincere questioning 
from one who expects a true answer from above.  



BIBLE STUDY ð Lesson # 2*
The God of Israel

Is There Someone Else?

Climbing toward the top of a snow 
caped mountain, a hiker suddenly 
stumbles.  As the rope unfurls and 

þnally breaks, he grasps a jagged rock and 
is now hanging above a two-mile abyss. 
He tries to pull himself up but can't. Then, 
afraid of an avalanche, he whispers: "Is there 
someone?"

Silence.

He whispers louder: òIs there someone?ó

A powerful voice answers: òYes, I am here: 
God!ó

As his grip weakens, the hiker waits for 
something to happen. Then, the voice is 
heard again: òTrust me, son; just let go. I am 
going to send two mighty angels who will 
carry you to the ground.ó

The hiker looks down toward the chasm 
below feeling utterly hopeless.  He cries out 
again: òIs there someone else?ó

Like the hiker, it is difþcult for many to 
believe in God ð even if He answers.  And 
yet, God is out there, and there is not 
"someone else."

*Unless otherwise noted, all scripture references are 
taken from the New International Readerõs Version 
of the Bible, Copyright 1998, by the Zondervan 
Corporation.



1. What does the Bible say about those 
who question God's existence?

Foolish people say in their hearts, 
òThere is no Godó (Psalm 14:1). 

2. Why is it vain to try to prove God's 
existence?

B òThe existence of God is 
presupposed in the Bible 
from the very þrst sentence 
and no attempt is made to 
prove itó (Gen. 1:1) (R. J. Zwi 
Werblowsky and Geoffrey 
Wigoder, eds., The Oxford 
Dictionary of the Jewish 
Religion [New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1997], 275).

Before you created the world and 
the mountains were made, from the 
beginning to the end you are God 
(Psalm 90:2). 

 
3. What is the most frequently used  
 phrase describing the reality of  
 God?

B God is alive. (hay)

You can be sure that the Lord who 
saves Israel lives (1 Samuel 14:39). 
You will soon know that the living God 
is among youé (Joshua 3:10). 



4. Why is it inappropriate to represent 
God?

B Because God is unique and 
òno one is like Him.ó

So who will you compare God to?  Is 
there any other God like Him (Isaiah 
40:18)? 

B A Talmudic story:  Caesar 
said to R. Joshua ben 
Hanakiah, òI want to see your 
God.ó He answered: òYou 
cannot see Himó and pointing 
towards the sun (it was 
summer), he (Joshua) said to 
him: òLook at him.ó Caesar 
replied, òI cannot.ó Joshua 
said: òYou say you cannot 
look at him, for he blinds 
your eye; all the more so, it 
is impossible to look at the 
Divine Presenceó (Bable, Hul. 
59b).

Lord and King, how great you are!  
There isnõt anyone like you (2 Samuel 
7:22). 

5. Where is God?
 

B He is everywhere!  

Where can I escape from Your spirit?  
Where can I ÿee from Your presence 
(Psalm 139:7)?

Look down from the holy place where 








































